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Mr. Wadsworth's Mistake.

The Hon. JAMES W. WADSWORTH, Jr.,
f8 an honest man, whose courage and
iatelligence have been displayed fre-
quently in recent yvears. Of the two
hundred and one legislators now sitting
at Albany none has less to fear from a
oomplete baring of legislative history
than Mr. WADSWORTH. For the cleans-
r of the ancient political cesspool

_the State Assembly no living man
is more responsible than the present
Speaker,

It i8 not, however, among Mr. WaADS-
WORTH'S friends, nor among those who
respect his ability and admire his cour-

. age, that there will be rejoicing at

his present stand. On the contrary,
Mr. WaADsSwWORTH'S determination to

oo !h bis great influence to prevent any
further probing of legislative scandal |

bhas brought comfort, joy and new as-
siirance to every highwavman, “striker”
and blackleg who once “worked” the
m road. For those who are
following the proceedings at
Ahny with undisguised terror, ever
fearful lest some accident, some chance
not . to be guarded against, should
expose them to that punishment for
whiich there is no statute of limitations,
a life sentence to the contempt
their neighbors and fellow citizens, \f
WADSWORTH'S decision is not merely a
respite, but’a pardon full and free.

It may be, as Mr. WADSWORTH has
sajd, that the chance of success in
& general legislative investigation is
alight. It may be that the possibility of
achieving great resultsis incongiderable.
That the possibility exists, however, is
s‘malter of common belief, and that it
should be seized is the unmistakable de-
mand of the majority of the people of
the State. They believe that the rat
holes, nooks and crannies of the capital
may still retain some evidence, some clue
to the operation of the Grocery. They
know that among bribe givers and bribe
takers dlike cowardice is the most com-
mon quality and confession one of the
most familiar consequences of pursuit,

The people of this State mean to know
mlbout the Grocery. It would be
& misfortune if an honest man's mis-
take should bring temporary solace to
gorrupt public servants and ultimate
political extinction to himself.

Isiam in Africa.

‘An interesting problem for Western
is presented by Dr. KArL
KuvMus, who has recently finished a jour-
pey from the Niger to the Nile in the
oourse of which he made a study of the
progfess of Islam in this borderland be-
tween Mohammedanism and paganism
inAfrica. He says that there is not the
slightest doubt that Mohammedanism is
spreading, and also:
® That it is spreading as the result of the con
Wuest of whe regions In question by Kuropeans is
evident 10 any studeas of the geographical cond|
Hons of the political economy of central Africa.”
The Mohammedan conquest of Africa
fapo longer that of the sword, by which
religion was brought from Arabia,
t by the extremely modern methods of |
traders, who are penetrating into south-

ern Sudan. These religious emissaries |

have apparently no definite missionary
organization, neither is it clear what
religious bodies are building or main-

taining the mosques and minarets that |

are rising in the negro villages of the
southern and central parts of the Su-
dan. FEven the aggreseive and fanatical
Msﬂm of the type that are carry-

& Roran into western China and
India aré seldom seen.

The Mohammedan population of
Africa has been increasing so rapidly
that the Turkish Government estimate
of 38,000,000 is considered too low and

| an estimate in 1900 placing it at 80,000,000

has been held not too large. The spread
of Islam in northern Africa has been
one of the most interesting phases of
‘he history of the religion and has done
aore than almost any other factor to
crease its power and strength. The
gro tribes of western Sudan were
n over as early as the beginning of
% eleventh century. Through the
vity of missionaries Timbuctoo and
ne of the States of the Upper Niger
same in the following eentury Moham-
#, and soon afterwgrd the propa-
was carried on with comsider-
succesa in the Lake Chad region.
there are four powerful Moham-

States in Senegambia and the

. Along the west coast of Africa

bhas made steady progress in the
Coast, Sierra Leone, the Ashanti

and Liberia. In the latter it

is paid that there are more Moham-
Wthm heathens. With such a
upon the continent it might be
that the Mohammedans would

to extend still further their mdu‘,
spread of this influence in West |

Alvicd, Bast Africa and South Africa

Pukoan considers. m«»l‘.un-!

pean interests. If it is not arrested
he believes that Africa will soon become
a Mohammedan continent, with only
parts of South Africa, parta of British
East Africa, Uganda and Abyssinia
nominally Christian. One of the ways
in which its spread could be checked
would be the converting to Christianity
of the an {ribesa of Central Sudan,
where the prestige of the European is
at present considerable, thus establish-
ing an effective bulwark against the
advance of Islam.

In this representatives of both Eng-
land and France in Africa are said to
have agreed. As a method of enfore-
ing the power of the West the suppres-
sion of the slave traffic, which is still
carried on with much profit by Moham-
medan traders, has been suggested as
; most effective. Dr. KuMM sees no rea-
son why this could not be done if the
two Governments were to cooperate by
establishing a new government post at
Min Andal in the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan
and to occupy Darfur.

With the complete conquest of the
continent by Mohammedanism Europe
professes to see a peril to the develop-
ment of Africa and a serious menace to
the trade which Western civilization is
endeavoring to turn to its advantage.
Besides it fears more of those disas-
"trous warfares that have occurred in
Moslem dependencies when new oqn-
verts have become imbued with the
spirit of fanaticism and aroused the
wild tribes to bloodshed in opposition
to foreign government. The reason for
the arrest of Islam's advafte appears
thus quite frankly admitted to be as
much in the interest of commerce and
development of Africa’s resources a= in
the interest of Christianity.

An Unhappy Illustration.

The Newburgh Dasly News gives this
valuable information:

“ THE SUN In & special from Columbus treating
of Governor HARMON says: ' The Governor has
not taken the stump to denounce bosses, yet no
one in Ohio has ventured $0 suggest that it is a
boss ridden administration.’

“ Ohlo has had the direct nominations system
for many years, and it has been such A success
! that the commission from this State would not
fnyvestigate iv”

Nowhere, we venture to say, will this
statement be received with greater sur-
prise than in Ohio. Direct primaries
must be successful in Ohio because
| every one there wants to have the exist-
ing law changed. We advise our New-
burgh neighbor to make a brief inquiry
into the present political situation in
Ohio, with particular reference to the
Hon.CaarLes Dick. Theslightest con-
ceivable effort will indicate the admi-
rable efficacy of the direct primary in at
least one State,

If the local newspapers have not mis-
informed us, as we now begin to fear,
the present prospect of Senator DICK'S
reelection is based entirely upon the
state of the direct primary law in Ohio.
Semator DicK has announced his can-
didacy; there are ha!f a doaen other
Republicans, any one of whom, the local
belief is, could defeat Dick, but if one
runs all will. 8o none of them will run,
and DICK remains, unpopular, vastly
unpopular, but safe and satisfied.

We do not think that the Ohio direct
primary situation is, in the main, materi-
ally different from that in several other
States, where the system has similarly
proved its value to the political boss,
In view of the present public emotion
on the subjoct in Ohio, it seems curious
that a recently converted organ of light
in this State should call attention to it
at just this moment.

Millions for * Postal Roads.”

The Hon. HENRY DELAWARE FLooD
of the Tenth Virginia district, who has
introduced in the House a bill providing
for an annual appropriation of $25,000,-
oM to be used in improving “postal
roads” in the States and Territories, says
that he has heard of but two objections |
to his plan of Federal aid in the construc-
tion of a comprehensive aystem of roads:
“The first is the size of appropriation that
it will require, and the second is that it
infringes upon the rights of the indi-
vidual States.” The term "postal roads”
as used by Mr. FLoOD is vague. Im-
proved highways by any other name
would meet with his approbation,
especially if they traversed his own dis-
trict. The description “postal” seems

{ to be lugged in to convey the idea that

the general Government has a certain

| responsibility for the condition of the
roads travelled by the rural free deliv-
ery carriers.

The Virginia Representative cannot
understand why Congress should hesi-
tate to devote $25,000,000 of the Treas-
ury surplus to a worthy project like
good roads when a billion a year is ap-
propriated for the upkeep of the Gov-
ernment: the contribution would be but
adrop in the bucket. If internal water-
ways are to he developed, why should
not roads everywhere—“postal roads,”
that is—be macadamized? Mr. FrLoop
has noticed that the States are not rising
to the occasion. It must be admitted
that some of them are not. In Massa-
chusetts, New Jersey, New York, Penn-
sylvania and other Northern States
there is less and less complaint of im-
passable roads. The South, however,
is very backward in supplying the farm-
ors with a smooth metal surface for their
milk and crop wagons. In the spring
the condition of the Southern dirt roads
is indescribable. Why should not a
paternal Government lend a 'ﬁpin‘
hand? The money could be distributed
in proportion to population; that is the

road in their claims for help from the
general Government.” Mr. FLOOD is not
80 sure of his ground or of his cause
but he must invoke the farmers who
pile up 8o much of the national wealth.
Their demands for good roads to move
their crops go unheeded. “The most
trustworthy guardians of the Republic”
they, and the “ultimate ‘and -supreme
hope for the conservation of our in-
stitutions.” Suppose they should as-
sert their power to compel the Gov-
ernment. to give them the roads they
want. Mr. FLOOD gives warning:

" Let the farmer withhold his hand from the
plough for two seasons and Jhe grass will grow
in your thoroughtares, bnnuln aad blige water
will rot your ships as they lay idle at your doeks,
cobwehs will festoon your coynting houses, owls
and bats will usurp your warehouses, your chil-
dren will clamor to you for bread, and we will
gather in this chamber with palior in our faces.”

We have heard this awful menace be-
fore and have grown callous to the dan-
ger, indulging the hope that the farmer
has need of things which other con-
tributors to the national wealth supply,
He cannot eat all his stored crops, or
wear them, or convert them into cer-
tain necessaries that he must have and
into the luxuries he likes without spend-
ing the money to be got in exchange
for his producu The farmer will not
strike or organize a boycott even fer
good roads. We have intimated that
the doctrine of States' rights might
be surmounted by tacit consent of the
majority in Congress to promote the
Flood project of national road building,
but we suspect that Congress would
stick at the expense. The number of
rivers and harbors is limited, after all,
but the roads of the country are uncount-
able. Congress therefore will not be
disposed to provide the small initial
appropriation of $25,000,000 for roads in
the States and Territories solicited by
Mr. FLoop of Virginia.

Hemphill’'s New Helm.

Deacon JaMES CAnLviN HEMPHILL
passed through Washington on Friday
last attend>d by a serried retinue of
bosom friends. Next day he moved

a fanfare of trumpets. By this time
no doubt the installation has been con-
summated. The pen which for more
than twenty years decked Charleston
in unearthly beauty, made it fairly
hum with the machinery of progress
and prosperity, enlarged and deepened
the harbor almost immeasurably, and
endowed the city with a power of
growth such as no beanstalk ever
dreamed “of —this pen will now be ad-
dressed to the beautification of Vir-
ginia's capital, the sudden increase of
its population, the expansion of Grace
and Franklin streets into spacious and
opalescent boulevards, and the opening
of the upper James River to all the
groaning argosies of commerce of all
the world. This and much more.

The deacon left behind him a sea
of tears and whole mountain ranges
of ashes. The wrecks of a hundred
mournful banquets mark the spot where
he was finally uprooted. Neglected
fragments of the funeral baked meats,
80 to speak, continue their testimony
of desolationi Once proud -entrées
shrink and flatten in the now deserted
pathway of his exit. And all along
the road from Charleston grim skele-
tons of bloated if lugubrious feasts
have blazed his track to Washington,
and shrunken shells of haversacks but
yvesterday stuffed with wassail and
cooked rations show where the heart-
broken procession has pursued its way.
There was or is to be in Richmond
another, a larger and this time an up-
roarious symposium. So the sadness
will be shed, a new and brighter iris
glow, and tints of rose and gold and
hope and aspiration stream from the
Blue Ridge summits and decorate every
landscape from Winchester to Norfolk
and from Alexandria to Staunton,

By this time Deacon HEMPHILL has
laid his large prehensile hand upon
Virginia's pulse, By this time the
retinue above referred to has returned
to Charleston with arid and wan cheeks
to sweep away the traces of the make
believe festivities of last week and try
to find at least one star in a leaden and
a lowering sky. But Richmond will
rejoice, and from its fatness and its
broadening glory the whole State will
derive a gladdening veast.

Mr. CaarLEs W. ELtor, in opposing a
bill to change the law in Massachusetts
which forbids the appearance of children
under 14 years of age on the stage, main-
tained at a hearing before the Committee
on Judiciary on Friday that it would be
an injustice to the actor to lower the per-
missive age. He argued:

“ We have all seenwomen well on the way
Lo 60 years of age take the past -let us say —of
Jultet.”

Of course Mr. ELioT implied that young
actresses could make up to look 14 or less
and the illusion would be complete. But
we protest against Juliels verging on 0.
There is no illualon in their case.

The Lying of Ambassadors.
From the London Dally N ews.

Sir Henry Wotton's definition of an ambassa-
dor as “an honest man sent 10 lie abroad for the
good of his country”—which was quoted by Pro-
fessor Pollard in bis address on “Politics and
Character'-~was destined to cost Its suthor dear,
It was written in a friend’'s album st Augsburg
In 1604. FEight years afterward Gaspar Sclop-
plus, a Jesuit controversialist, used It as an argu-
ment against the honor and integrily of James I.
in a Latin attack on the King

Jam®s was very angry, and demanded an
apology from Wotlon. This was promptly forth-
ecoming. but the offence does not appear 10 have
been overlooked, and, according 0 Mr. L. Pear
sall Smith, Wotton's latest blographer, It was not
il nearly a year later ¥hat the ex-Ambassador

Flood scheme; and it is to be spent
by State officers. “Surely,” says he,
“the most punctilious States’ nghml
man could not ob;et't to a measure of |
this character.” As to that, we nnl
assure him that there would be no seri-
ous objection in the Bouth. He ingenu- |
ously calculates that the thirteen coun-
ties in his district would receive about
$60,000, and all Virginia $608 548,

Mr. FrLoop of course justifies the’
policy in the old, old way, The scheme |
unconstitutional? Not at all, for the

wer expressly given in the immorul

ooument “to provide for the general
welfare” disposes of the objection.
“There is no real distinction,” he ar-
gues, “between a turnpike and a

“had bopes of publle employment.” It should

| be borne in mind that the epigram (o s English

form-— It was originally written in Latio-—|s really
a pun, the verb “to He” having in those times
the same meaning as 1o sleep. ™

Frau vom Weingartner a Medical Stadgnt.
From Neues Wilner Tagediart,

Fran von Welingartner, wife of the famous
eonductor of the Imperial Opera, matriculated |
on Monday as a studentof medicine at the Unil- |
versity of Vienna. #he passed her final qualify-
| Ing examigation on Saturday with the mark
‘excellent.” Frau von Weingartner has shown
exceptional talent in her studles, galning special |
dlulncuon in the natural sclences,

Where the Mayor Offends.
To ™z Epirom or Tas SuN--Sir: It Is ru-
mared that Mayor Gayaor Is shortly to de “called
dawn’ by Mr. Samuel Gompers for working over-

on Richmond with all flags flying and |

RAX L'A | 4
EUROPE.

.
Rafiway Tarifls,

The countries of the Continent of Eu-
rope inherited from the feudal period
sharp distinotions between the social
strata that are perhaps at this time not
80 well defined as in former generations,
yet it was doubtless such divisions as
those between the nobility, the tradesmen
and the peasants that caused the pro-
vision by the iailways of first, second and
third class accommodations for passen-

just fares to the purses of the different
kinds of travellers. This supposition
may be measurably borne out by the
fact that the provision of first, second
and third class compartments in the tram
cars is general in many of the cities. In
Brussels the middle compartment of the
tram car was originally allotted as first
class, but the number of other passengers
80 preponderated as to weigh down the
end compartments, the larger middle
compartment being scantily patronized.

Thereupon the preferable middle com-

partment was made second class, and
first class passengers paying higher fares
were assigned to the end compartments
previously allotted to passengers of the
second oclass.

In the United States, whose Government
was based upon the hypothesis that all
men are free and equal, second cn tick-
ets were formerly sold for the t
tation of emigrants and they are still sold
for long journeys in the West. It has
never been the praoctice to provide first,
second and third class accommodations
on every train,and such a practios would
hardly be tolerated even although the
population is now more mixed and class
distinctions more pronounced than when
the Government was founded.

The accommodations provided for first
and second class passengers on the Eu-
ropean railways sometimes do not exhibit
intrinsically a very great degree of dif-
ference. The accommodations for third
class passengers are sometimes nearly as
good as those for second class, but gener-
ally they ara much worse, so deficient in
ordinary comfort that they would not ba
put up with in the Unitad Statas by any
person able to buy a railway ticket. The
third class cars on the early moming and
late evening trains that carry working-
men into and out of the large cities have
hard wooden benches upon which their
occupants may be seen huddling together,
each passenger supporting the person next
to him as they smoke or sleap in the stifling
atmosphere. There is no such rude equip-
ment in the United States, not even in the
trains in the mining and lumbering re-
gions.

The passenger tariffs are of three kinds:
first, the strict distance tariff, as in Ger-
many, under which the fare is so- many
pfennig for each class for each kilometer
travelled; second, the tapering tariff, as
in Italy, under which the charge a kilo-
meter decreises with the distance trav-
elled; third, the zone system, a tapering
tariff under which the rates are the
same to all stations within a particu-
lar zone, radically decreasing to the
stetions in the next zone. This sys-
tem was first introduced into Hungary
in 1889 for the express purposs of building
up the capital of Budapest, the tapering
scale not applying from any interior
station by way of Budapest to a further
interior station. The object was to induce
the people of the interior of Hungary
to visit the capital with frequen>y and to
make purchases there. It undoubtedly
has contributed in great measure to the
desired purpose, but it has had a dis-
astrous effect upon the revenue of the
railways, which have sought to increase
their rates by the imposition of a trans-
port tax on passengers and luggage
amounting to 18 per cent. of the trans-
portation charge.

Such a tax on tickets prevails in several
countries. In Germany it ranges from as
low as 2 per cent. on tickets of the third
class to as high as 18 per cent, on long dis-
tance tickets of the first class. This tax
is in addition to the ticket fare and is paid
directly by the railways into the lmperial
treasury. Hand luggage that can be taken
with the passenger in his compartment
is carried freo; that which is forwarded in
baggage cars must pay a baggage charge
which is a material item in the cost of
travelling.

It is npot beligved that there is any one
who has travelled extensively in both the
United States and Furope who will not say
that the passenger accommodations of
even the most advanced railways and be-
tween the principal cities of the Continent
are on the average far inferior to the aver-
age of those of the United States. On
local trains and in the backwoods regions
the passenger service is an abomination.

In their freight tariffs the railways of
the Continent make a distinotion unknown
in the freight tariffs of the United States.
This is a charge for quick service, which
is ordinarily double that for the ordinary
speed. The merchandise consigned for
quick service is usually of the more valu-
able goods in small shipments, and ex-
ceptionally large shipments for which
the occasion may demand rapid trans-
portation. This funotion of quick ser-

| vice is performed in the United States

by the express companies, which had
their origin at the time when the rail-
roads for the most part were compara-
tively short local lines and it was not the
general custom for freight cars to run
through from one road over another,
The speedy transportation of valuable
merchandise on passenger trains over
both short and long distances was then,
as it is now, a desideratum. For such
service the Furopean railroads usually
charge four times the ordinary freight
rate.

The railways of each of the countries
of Europe were built to serve the needs
of the partioular nation. For a long time
there was little through traffic by rail
between one country and another, and
because of the general self-sufficiency
of the community there was little demand
for enhanced freight service of any kind.
On the old time post roads of the Conti-
nent a higher charge was made for mer-
chandise carried by quick post than for
that by ordinary post. It was doubtless
the perpetuation of this distinction by
the railways that has caused their tariffs
to embody quick service and slow service
rates. The quick service is compara-
tively little availed of.

That early period in which the rail-
roads of one and another of the countries
of the Continent were opemated toa greater
or less degree Ly private corporations
manifested some of the same phenomena
in connection with the freight charges
as arose in the United States. Tariffs
were adjusted to meet commercial con-
ditions; that is, rates were made to secure
traffic. This brought about the same dis-

| eriminations that have been the source

of bitter complaint in the United States
Lower rates were charged for the long
than for the short bau'; lower rates were
accorded to larger shippers than to small;
rates varied for different commodities
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gers rather than a primary deurotoad-.
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The nuny' were so successful in com-
petition with the interior waterways
that there arose the cry that these crea-
tions of man were throttling the water-
ways, which were the naturally ordained
channels of transportation.

The experience of Germany aflter it
had adopted the policy of taking over
railways is significant. The tariffs were
remodelled in acoordance with the pop-
ular desire into a framework based upon
]whu was then mllywoovhduﬂn
! “natural system.” that is, the cost of ser-

vice, it being held that it was not a part
,ol the function of the railroad to adjust

its tariffs to market conditions. It was
i quickly found, however, that “cost of
| service” as applied to any partioular ship-
ment was a chimera and that the rigidity
of these rule of thumb tariffs was not only
impeding the trafio of the railroads but
hindering commerce. 80 many exoep-
tions were made to the tariffs that hefore
long they had apparently relapsed into
much the same condition that during the
preceding period had been characterized
as chaotic. This led to a further revision,
to the adoption of the present system,
which is a compromise between a striot
distance tariff and a tariff to meet com-
mercial needs.

The general tariff scheme of Prussia is
in two divisions, the first including piece
goods, that is, merchandise in lots of less
than five tons, the second “carloads” of
five and ten tons. The first division is
of four classes, which may be summarized
as, 1, general fast piece goods; 2, specified
fast piece goods; %, general slow piece
goods; 4, specified siow piece goods. The
tariff for the first class is upon a tapering
basis up to 500 kilometers and a fixed rate
a kilometer for greater distances; the
tariffs for the second class and the third
class are exactly half of that for the first
olass; the tariff for the fourth class is less
than for the third class for short dis-
tances. The second division is composed
of six classes, applying respectively to
shipments of five tons and ten tons on &
strict distance basis of so much a ton a
kilometer, with the exception of the “raw
materials” tariff, which is a fixed rate
of 2.8 pfennig a ton a kilometer up to 100
kilometers and 2.2 pfennig beyond.

Speaking broadly and generally, the
underlying tariff schemes of the other
Continental countries resemble that of
!Germany. In all of these countries are
| “despatch” and other supplementary
charges in addigion to that specified for
transportation.

When France assumed far reaching con-
trol over the operations of its railways
the Government took steps toward mak-
ing the tariff uniform which have con-
tinued. Among other reasons for this was
the fact that members of the Chamber of
Deputies found it difficult to discuss rail-
way tariffs of that variety and complexity
which are brought about by adjustment
to commervial needs. It is much easier
to talk about a tariff on a simple distanoe
or tapering basis. This so-called simpli-
fication of the tariffs brings to mind the
obsolete practioe of providing but thres
sizes of uniforme for the soldiers of
the army, for tall men, for men of
medium height and for short men, the
men of varying heights and weights
and degrees of thinness and stoutness
being obliged to accommodats them-
selvea to one or another of the pre-
soribed sizes. The provision of the
three sizes of uniforms was undoubht-
edly a simpler matter for the tailore than
the making of the great variety of uni-
forms suitable for men of all sorts and
sizes. A general tarif scheme on the
strict distance or uniform tapering basis
is a much simpler matter than the com-
plex and varied tariffs necessary to meet
the needs of a highly developed commerce
including thousands of kinda and shapes of
merchandise which must move from vari-
ous places of produotion to various
places of consumption. Such an adjust-
ment of tariffs has nowhere attained
such approach to perfection as in the
United States, with the result that there is
a greater variety and complexity of tariffs
in this than in any other country.

In the smaller countries of Europe
and those with less developed traffic
than France and Germany the general
tariff schemes are still simpler. In Bel-
gium, where the tapering tariff was first
generally adopted, succeeding strict dis-
tance tariffs in 1860, there are fewer
classes. and in Switzerland the classifi-
cation is still less elaborate. Here the
earliest tariffs wero based upon the weight
and the space oocupied by goods, but
it was subsequently found mnecessary
to make modifications according to their
value.

These general tariff schemes were
originally adopted by each country in
Europe without much distinction between
movement in principal and minor traffic
channels. There was no such move-
ment of commodities to commercial cen-
tres whence they were distributed to tribu-
tary areas as has been pronounced in the
United States. It was as though each
of the States of the nation wers a separ-
ate political entity, having its own rail- |®
road and framing its tariffs for intra-
state traffic. The intranational traffic
formed and still forms the greater por-
tion of the traffic of the railroads of each
of the Continental countries, while the
intrastate traffio is estimated to be less
than 20 per cent. of the interstute trafo
of the United States.

As the industry and commerce of the
countries of Europe have developed, how-
ever, each and every one of them has
found it necessary to make exceptions
to the general tariff scheme, to qdopc
what in France are called *exceptional,”
in Germany and Austria “ausnahme”
tariffs. These, broadly speaking, may
be said to correspond to what are styled

“commodity” tariffs in the United States,
although the regular tariffs and classifi-
oations of this country are far more pliant
~than those of any of the countries of
Europe.

Each country has made exceptional
tariffs to protect the import and export
traffio of its ports in competition with the
ports of other countries. Each country
has found it necessary to make e
tional tariffs on certain materials that they
may move from places of froduction to
places of manufacture, and in certain
places special rates have been made that
the produots of one place may compete
in common markets with those of another.
As Siberia has become populated Russia
has made low long distanoce rates from
Russian oentres of production to Siberian
oentres of distribution. In Ge . the
most forward of the countries of the Con-
tinent, from 60 to 70 per cent. of the traffio
now maoyes under the ausnahme tariffs,
This making of exceptional tariffs re-
ceived a new impetus with the develop-
ment of rail traffic hetween one and an-
other of the nations of Europe. In
America a merchant with only a mod-
erate business does not think of the
dividing lines between the States as
affecting his commercial relations any

such as are forbidden by the Constitution
to exist between the different States of
the Union.

In the United States the (ransfor of
commodities between one-Stato and an-
other is effected as soon as means of com-
munication are established. In Europe it
was neoceasary that convéntions be entered
into between the different counsries speoci-
fyiog the conditions under which roads
may hobuiltoonnmt.h‘wooounu-ywhh
another, the conditions of exchange, the
adjustment of thé customs duties and of
the through tariffs. The freight oars were
of different patterns, the loading regula-
tions of the variovsvountries differed. Kdch
potty State demandéd a separate way bill
and had its own requirements for the ast-
tlemont of loss and damage elalins, aften
necessitating spocial litigation for tho ad-
justment of trifing amonsits. Thet is, in
many cases a shipper could make eonsign-
ment only to the national boundary, where
reconsignment was necessary undor differ-
ent and unfamiliar - restrictions: These
hindrances became &0 serious that inter-
national negotiation was enteretl into for
their amolioration, At a conference of
representativos of the different Govern-
ments held at Bern in 1878 was begun
the formulation of the Bern conveation,
which was not compieted until 1808. The
conditions broughf dabout’' by this agree-
ment have vastly facilitated international
rail traffic. One of its first achievemants
was the doing away with the most burden-
some of tho practices of the rustoms col-
lectors at the boundayies. This improve-
ment became effective about 1830, and this,
which coincides with the period when
sleeping cars came generally into use on
European trains, may be oconsidored as
the beginning of any considerable devei-
opment of through rail traffic between the
different countries of Europe. Although
it bas not as yet begun to attain dimon-
sions that compare with those of the
through traffic of the United States_ it is
gaining notwithstanding the physical and
political barriers, with results of great
benefit to the different countries.

The movement of such traffio has led
to various competitive rata adjustments
entirely analagous to those ,which had
previously devgloped in the United States,
to the making of rates on international
traffic in many cases on a s>ale 80 low that
ewch of the railways forming part of a
through route receives a far lower return
as a proportion of the thvough rats than
it obtaine on domestic traffic betweon the
same placos.

That is, as the industry and commerce
of any one of the Buropean countries has
developed it has been nenessury to make
80 many exceptions to the symmetrical
mathematical tariff schemes that have
been held up as modals for the emulation
of the American railways that in the
countries of highest development the
greater part of the traffic is moved on
these exceptional tariffs. The develop-
ment of international traffic has forced

matical and distance bases entirely.

OUR EARLY LITERAT!I RE.

Fducators.

To o EpiTor oF ThE BUx—--Sir: [am
sorry that your correspondent in TAE Box
of February 25 read my letter so hastily
as to conclude that | adduced the ignorance
of a young person in the New York Public
Library against the quality of early Ameri-
can “literature "I adhere to my quotation
marks! [ sousht only to prove by her
example that literature of every descrip-
tion was so badly taught in our sohools
as to be, with alarming frequency, entirely

barren of results.
I lm howe\' n:( only sura ised but
nd thet & ran of evident

even gla

culture dnun i» pleasure from so innocu-
ous a source. May I venture to hope that
'h%“ are others?

t mly I ask whather yeour correspond-
ent would read with much en(hmlnm “The
Gireat Stone Facé” were he to t-omo \iron
it in a wodern magazine?

NEw Yorx, February 2e.

Delusions of Grandeur.

To tae EpiTor or TRE SUN ~-Sir; The
sysiem to which “U. E. K.” ohjects ia
merely another manifestation of the delu-
sions of grandeur which vitiate American
oducation, and which through education
aMict morals, manners and the merchant
marine. Forsooth, we are the greatest peo-
ple on earth: we not only owe nothing to the
ancestors of our nation, but we have no
national ancestors; we are the personifica-
tion of parthenogenetic democracy: even in
the early days of our lierary infancy we
brought forth a literary progeny so bounc-
ing and obstreperous that all the world
wondered. The world has recovered from

its ldmlrlﬂon but the divinities that shape
our curricula are ouu in the fond parent

stage of evolution.
\F ‘ﬁduu new stars of the magni-
tude ol the brilllant components of that

literary conatellation that was the glory of
England in the first half of the last :entury
WQ are justified in pollmn. with pride”
to Motley, Irvin, Fiske and a
h'|v naor: But o “ these, our !l:ee% lndlour
only first class men, vncnone
lq nny oxmt na n u?" Fmom Mn
on_the

of t mutnmonu Washing-
ton's .row uo d4rmy and one of Web-
-ut- speec. every hig 1 hoy

me stage in his r rnu & Get-
r1 ®| h and Lincoln's second in-
dress. moal’ them -ppmluo
'sct beauty and nB.llonv of (Mu
ost t, booouu rades
thor have not beco flmmlr wlth mlly
first class examples olt ngua
An utterly mhukol‘. trlomm s the
yvoungest of our scholars on the literary
nrlv Americans,
‘ that

t.
Augura
he

Hﬂy g;(nw‘)mo ‘ob leA

the very names

thém;
they are so ignorant o I:n1 h menwn

that they despise it, a be to the
ten cent . wo dor They
'lnt. interest in w t t oy c‘n-
oxaz it ln any ao-ullod unt wuh
A
y e o
.1 “& g0 on or six 0o nmlﬂu ﬂ‘mm-

meotum

&.y nnm l‘lﬁo&h&:\n nﬁ’l‘n?!f“ &n

v four times aa much
ory as Europe, cs, Aus
nnd &ou(h nnrkpn. m lnod

It's all acromega u . "“b“
R 1

FARMINGTON, Conn
Advertising in China.
From Daily Consular and Trade Reports.
Consul Henry D. offers the following
trade suggestions: 1 was Impressed with the pos-

different monetary units: nd t.ho pational
rivalry finds expreésion in customs tariffc.

the making of rates ignoring these mathe- | .

and
Redections on It and the Methods of Qur =

To rux Rorton or Tha Bux-—8ir.. Con-
sidering what James Shields did and the
public offices he fllled, I doubt if.there is a
parallel in our history to the fallure of ihe
Aierican peopls for thirty-one years to
mark his grave.

To-the hest of my km“ono
biography of General James Shiglds has
i been published, and that by m H
Condon, who was malnly, instrumsntal ln
having the State of Nlinols place & statne
of her adoptéd hon in Statuary Hall 1h 1893,

James Shields was born M ‘Altmore,
County Tyrone, Ireland, May @, 1810. e
set ouf for Américn In 1523, but the l&v.
was wrecked off tha coast df Sootidnd
only the captaln, 8 searhan and Shislds
escaped. HWe made soveral trips with, this
captain as clerk, pad on his last trip
Peru he was blowi from alaft in a_sévére
storm off New York and broke both 18ge.
Shivids then abandoned the sed and went
o the home of his uncle, James Shidide, &
veteran of the war in Florida, but remgined
there only a shory time, remoring 'to Lli-
inois, where he took up the study of law in
the town of Kaskaskia. 1a 1837 he was
elected to the BStmte Legislaturd with such
men as Lincoln, Douglas, Paltier and Davis,
He was elected and reetected Autiftdr of
the Stale. During his tersty -the hanky of
1837 occurred, which was severely f§it W
lilinois. * it wak 'by  Shisids's insistence
upon the payment of State thxes h goid
and silver that the dredit of the State wan
saved. His Armnéss in this metter Srdw
some ridicule from Lincoln. which resulted 3
in a challedge to & 8oel. Dut a obnférehce 2
| of the seconds vesulted in an apdlogy frém
Lincoln and the affair ended amicably.
Tn 1848 the Oovefnor appointed’ Shisldas
Justice of the Supréeme Court of the Swite
to sucoeed Stephén A uglas. Upon the
completion of the uhexpired term he Wwas
elected by the Logislature Lo the samé offlos,
but after serving & short time resighdd Yo

become Commissioner of Lands ufdar
President Polk
In 1 the xexlmn war broke ovt And

smdds resigned the oMoe to “assist h t
field." He was commissiohed Bri
Generd] and assigne to the comm of
the IMinois reclmnu At the battles of
Cerrq Gordo, Chuyrubusco and Chapyltspeo

3.«. wore Haring. He was the first to
ufurl the American flag in the city of
Mexico. At the battie of Cerro Gerao his
body was olerced by grane shot. His
recovery was remarkable. He tu twice
wounded alterwart,

On his retufn to the Srates Shields was
electedd w0 the United States Senate
from [llinois in 1869. We '- aotive in the

hate the adm Calitornia
::n -p.oc“;: mldall pﬁz :‘ his ?uu““"".d
sedl and

was master ul.
Danlel #i
Y you

never utter another \rwd
your position and #
place yenr statesma
m as of the highest

At the canchusion o

cl\,r ghm‘d’-vﬂg Roon ’urv
ierce appointed
a position ﬂk‘
in three yedrs
ate, umun
his term was over
to nractise Ia Whil

broke out ’n a
lrlndl:;-((un b coOmma

ore the coun-

A
-y .
wl: h"h‘ '5.:0" a h:mn '“o'f“ &
ereé he
%‘ﬂ:g"s"" ulmt and
n
During .I't‘l.o lonfhua sg in M-
na
h" r;:::h ‘:rblo M'"f'?i::n;{?
n rrmioti o
h':ouoillvlnt ouhg purich Imult
He wrs always read t his v
work for a 3

omd -ul! m"mn

R SO gt
eoideamia o v
rhlnc or to
nd of Te "htb to !n oﬂ 4

fll after vnr - on
introduce J “ il
Missouri, or 2
of his n-tlvo nd, Juma

uo h:fh open, runod ll“!

o died June 1,

V-vrnxf F. O'IIn.l.!.
Moxtcname, N. J., February 26

Politeness.
To THE EpiTor of ThE Sux—Sir: hntn
to the article by Mr. W. Campbell Tayior ia & B
receat SoN | consider it rather hard on Chicago,
Phblladelphla and St. Louls When he m,.n
the degree of courtesy In thesk oitles is lower 4
than in New York. But hé is probably oné ous N

of ten that think so.

As to bis dislike for the manners of the Ssu
erner | will give you a little inbident that
pened In the subway yesterday moraing. The
was crowded tnd | was standing by a 3 oung
who was reading the New Orleans
Next to her was a well dressed Norkhemner
the Wall Street gosdp in & New York paper.
feeble old Itallan woman entered the car,,
not a man moved 1o offer his seat. but lcnl
the lady from the South o give up her
the pext station a preity young
in the car and almost every man at onde
his scat.

Now, which do you oonsider the truést San.
ners, the act of the Ssuthern young lady or Wat
of the men®’ Surely the old womah Was mére
in need of a seat than the other. it's “the .
differénce betlween the eunew of the North and -
South,

If Mr. Taylor ever lived in tln South I Am sure

!59

!E» 1

-
.
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Is for thelr own success and happiness,

the S>uth one thinks of his neighbor &8 much

as of oneself. FX SOUTHERNER
Garpen Crty, L. 1, February I.

Protection,

To Az EDITOR OF THE SUN-Sir: In review
ing Ta® SuN | came across an item frém Adstin,
Tex.. which says that the authorities of that St
have begun an action against the Oottom
ralivoad for violating a statute of Texas ¢om-
manding raliroads to procurs repalrs to dhelr
rolling stock within the borders of the
wealth. | mersly note It as a violation the
historle position of the great majority of Texans
in adhering to a political party which has de-
clared “protection” 10 be anathema,

Surely the statute mentioned 1s the most simple,
direct and ohliditke sori of aid to “home
thascan be conceived. That it fs dou

o the Constitution of the United States
anfl that It might result in the robbing of one
class of ciMzens lor the sarichment of another,
the State as guardian of the system, s not 0 the
point; the moral is e adberence of Texas 1o one
phase of & prineiple while pretesding
to condemn 1t In tot0. D. O\

Brooxury, February 26.

Sacred Books of Tibet.
From the London Globe:

-~

sibilities of pictorial advertising as &
of promoting American trade in China. The
Chinese appear to have a fondness, amounting
simost o a veneration, for pictures, and foreign

X0OD- | art especially excites their alteniion becauss of

its dilference 10 what Lhey are accustomed 10,
The peopie have an especial fascination for cal-
endars, and they neser throw away a well llus-
trated one, but always keep it in a prominent
place. In supplying advertising calendars for
China some atiention should he pald 10 the spe-
clal tastes or prejudices of the people. | was
told of one American company which had made a
serious mistake in baving used pictures of a dog
in its advertising postérs. Dogs In China are
mostly distinguished as street scavengers and
are not cherished family pets, as In thé Ocoldens.
Pletorial advertising makes (t"easier for \Ameri-
can manufacturers 10 popularise their trade-

; marks, and once a cortaln trademark Is popular-

ized 0o article in that particutar line will be bought
uniess It bears that trademark.

Inspliration.
From the Cathdlic mm and Times.

more than of the lines showing latitude | 2°

and longitude. In Europe States of no
greater area are ocoupied by separate

whose of .
m‘ expressions “.

The d books of the Tibetans are
be the most extensive of any religion,

the doctrines Into ons hundred volumes under

the name of “Kdagyna.” And by way 6f exegesis :
and commentary they added wo hundred and :
twenty-five volumes. These books were printed .
at Marthany in 1721, and ssother editlon was v
published at Pekin. Coples are 1o be found In
mlﬂb“uo!&“hhﬂshﬂw
Museum in St. Petersburg, and at the India
in London,

In the Cabinet, Baut Not in Paritament.

;mw * Ga

It may be taken |
will be for vhe néw Chanosllor of
of . But Ivis not
a Cabinet Minister should
mnm.cunhdu:
on becomifg Secretary
1n 1548 vacated bis seat at Nowark




